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A man 
and his 


MUSIC 


By BILLCAUFIELD 

The dance bands which played the old Knights of Columbus 
hall at 164 Court St., Binghamton, aere nothing like the band that’s 
there now. 

The hall is now occupied by the Binghamton Experimental 
Television Center. The former dance fioor has been converted into 
a makeshift studio, and the dining area is cluttered with surplus 
television sets and arather peculiar mechanical band, powered by 
random electric impulses. 

The band has six or eight pieces, depending on whether you 
count two air compressors. 

Ralph Hocking, a SUNY Binghamton cinema department 
professor, and director of the Experimental Television Center, 
put together the band for New York’s Ninth Annual Avant Garde 
Art Festival. 

The festival was held last week on an old Hudson River dayli- 
ner docked in New York City. 

Mr. Hocking's band, which he said he assumbled mostly from 
Surplus materials sold by New York State, includes: 

eA slightly battered Sousaphone, tied to a wheelchair with 
clothesline rope. 

*A trombone hung froma chandelier, 

*A cymbal, which is clanged by the armature of a door bell. 

*A bass violin mounted in a baby carriage. 

eAnelectric siren. 

eA revolving light, similar to those mounted on police cars. 
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Ralph Hocking is framed by his Sousaphone. 


Surrounded by his band, the conductor sits at his electric baton. 


Two compressors supplied the air which caused the trombone 
and Sousaphone to bleat intermittently. The violin’s strings were 
plucked by a revolving metal bar. 

The total musical effect produces a cacophony of sound which 
the uninitiated might call aracket. 

An electric switching box turns on each instrument for a few 
seconds. The box can be programmed to send impulses in specific 
patterns, so that you can hear your favorite combination of trom- 
bone and Sousaphone blasts, siren whines, bass violin thunks, and 
doorbell-cymbal clangs. 

If you don’t exactly understand what you're hearing, you can 
See it on television sets which have been rigged to act as os- 
cilloscopes. 

The musical conglomeration, which is called the Ex- 
perimental Television Center Marching Band, was well received 
by audiences at the Avant Garde Art Festival, Mr. Hocking said. 

Mr. Hocking said, ‘‘I’'m always collecting stuff, mostly from 
federal surplus and state surplus.”’ He put together the band most- 
ly for fun, he said. 

* * * 

The Experimental Television Center itself is a more serious 
enterprise, he said. 

The center will lend camera equipment to almost anyone who 
comes in off the street. Many college and high school students 
have worked on projects at the center, he said. 

“We are one of the few experimental television centers in the 
nation which have been successful. We're known in New York City 
and Boston, but not in Binghamton. We've had people call from all 
over the state asking how tostart acenter,’’ Mr. Hocking said. 

The center has been operating for about 18 months. It is fun- 
ded by the New York State Council on the Arts — $34,000 this year, 
with a possibility of $10,000 more if matching funds can be secured 
in the community, Mr. Hocking said. 

Some 10 to 20 persons bitten by the video bug use the center’s 
facilities each day. Elementary and high school classes also visit 
the center, as many as 400 students in a day, Mr. Hocking said. 

The center is incorporated as a private nonprofit organiza- 
tion with Mr. Hocking as president. He said the center recently 
made a television commercial for a local firm. 

‘We don't have any hang-ups about doing commercial things. 


Any money we make is plowed back into tiie center for equip-” 


ment,” he said. 


